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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


The Belle Of The Fall 


Break out the pumpkin spice and Halloween decorations, because fall 
is finally here! And while it’s hard not to love all the autumn colors and 
fancy fall foliage, the season’s also a stark reminder that, well, winter is 
coming. Sorry. 

However, one of the many nice things about fall is that we still have a 
chance to get in all our home and garden maintenance needs before the 
snow falls. With our 2019 Fall Home & Garden issue, we offer a few ideas 
for sprucing up the homestead, or even finding a new place to call home, 
before Big Bad Winter hits! 

We interview the positively delightful queer realtor extraordinaire 
Theo Lorenz, a real estate agent, coloring book maven, and passionate 


advocate for the trans/non-binary communities; we take a look at the 
vintage and antique wares of Emuble Furnishing; we learn how to clean 
that house up nice with Lions Share Maintenance; and we light up our 
lives with Lappin Lighting of North Loop. 

A special reminder that submissions are now open for Lavender’s 
2019 Community Awards! Do you know an individual, an organization, or 
a company that has done great work for the GLBT community in the past 
year? You can submit for a nominee in the following four categories: LG- 
BTQ (Individual), Ally, Organization, or Business. Submissions end on 
Oct. 31, 2019. For more information, visit www.lavendermagazine.com/ 


resources/communityawards. We can't wait to see your submissions! Ш 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Apples to Oranges, 
Let Me Count the Ways 


Im a word, not a numbers person. Talk of a billion, much less scads 
of billions, leaves me adrift with nary a footprint to follow, no verbal 
means to gauge the scale. 

For example: As of July 11, 2019, Voyager 1 has traveled 13.6 billion 
miles from Earth, and Voyager 2 some 11 billion, under 25 billion for the 
pair. It’s difficult to comprehend how far that is, especially when esti- 
mates figure Voyager 1 Probe must sail on another 40,000 years to reach 
the nearest star, AC +79 3888, some 17.6 light-years from Earth. 

For example: A recently-deceased magnate was purported to have 
exited this mortal plane leaving behind 42.4 billion dollars. I can look 
up and write down various billions, but it’s difficult to comprehend their 
enormity while realizing that he accrued nearly twice as many dollars as 
miles the voyager twins have travelled since 1977. 

Apples and oranges? Yes, but I can look up into the Milky Way 
(or could, as a child, back when night was dark) and viscerally feel 
the enormity of the universe better that I can comprehend owning 
46.4 billion dollars. How did the owner view them? The universe is 


infinite (another impossible concept), but human lifetime isn’t. How 
many dollars is “enough”? Given infinite time, must a man accumulate 
infinite dollars? 

“I love you to the moon and back!” a lover murmurs. But the moon is 
just shy of 240,000 miles one way; less than a half-million total. A half mil- 
lion of anything ain’t worth what it used to be. Ads offer retirement plans 
for half-million-dollar nest eggs. I couldn’t get to the moon, much less 
there and back again. Today, houses easily fetch millions, but a billion is 
a thousand million; 42.4 billion is 42.4 thousand millions. 

I recently mentioned NASA computer Katherine Johnson, upon 
whose numbers astronaut John Glenn’s life depended for his 1962 or- 
bital flight. Early computers were prone to glitches and blackout, and 
Glenn required Johnson recalculate the numbers by hand before he 
would agree to go. Johnson, I wrote, would turn 101 Aug. 26. And she 
did. In this case, it’s not dollars or miles to juggle, but courage and qual- 
ity. Those, too strive towards the infinite, Now, 101’s a number І can com- 
prehend. 8 
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CIRCUS ABYSSINIA: 
ETHIOPIAN DREAMS 
Through Oct. 20 
Children's Theatre Company, 2400 3rd Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 
612-874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 
Circus Abyssinia is the very first circus to 
ever play on any Children's Theatre Company 
stage. Artistic Director Peter Brosius says, 
“What I loved most when I saw this piece at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival was the pure joy, 
virtuosity, and expression by these acrobats. 
Their incredible skill and heroic acts are both 
extraordinary and deeply human, and we know 
will leave anyone who sees them in awe." 
Circus and juggling master brothers Bibi 
and Bichu Tesfamariam used the wages they 
earned from Tim Burton's film, Dumbo, to co- 
create what has become one of the hottest cir- 
cuses on the planet. Before its opening, Bichu 
shared, ^We're over the moon to be bringing 
Circus Abyssinia to the CTC. It's going to be 
an absolute privilege to perform at such an ex- 
traordinary theatre, one so perfect for kids and 
their families. And we can't wait to come to the 
brilliant city of Minneapolis!" 


GLORIA 
Sept. 28-Oct. 20 
History Theatre, 30 E.10th St., St. Paul 
651-292-4323 
www.historytheatre.com 

Emily Mann has written a play that cel- 
ebrates the life of legendary feminist, Gloria 
Steinem. As Camille Paglia has pointed out, 
Steinem made one of feminism’s most conse- 
quential advances. In co-founding Ms. Maga- 
zine, she actually introduced the very term 
“Ms.” which has largely come to replace the 
word Miss to modify and some would say, mar- 
ginalize, unmarried women. A monumental 
move which has added immeasurable dignity 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Circus Abyssinia. Photo by Andrew Rees 


Gloria. Image courtesy of History Theatre 


to the lives of unmarried women. 

Steinem has spoken out against female 
genital mutilation and male circumcision. Her 
negative 1970s views on transgender identity, 
for which she has apologized, are among her 
career's many controversies. The statement 
that acutely offended some was: “If the shoe 
doesn't fit, must we change the foot?" In con- 
trast, Steinem has been a strong supporter of 
same-sex marriage. 

At History Theatre director Risa Brainin 
says of Mann's Gloria: “More than a play, this 
piece is an event, a happening: a fast-paced 
travelogue through Gloria's incredible life. And 
a conversation—a story circle. The audience 
meets dozens of people who influenced and 
inspired her, as well as many, many who tried 
to impede Gloria's mission as a feminist. Gloria 
calls herself a ‘Hope-aholic.’ My hope is that the 
play can lift the audience out of these divisive 
times we are living in, and shed some light on 
how to move forward in a positive way. We can 
all be inspired by the life of Gloria Steinem... 
and she's still at it at 85!" 


ELEKTRA 
Oct 5-13 
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
345 Washington St., St. Paul 
612-333-6669 
mnopera.org 

It's from Western theatre's seminal story, 
as generated by Aeschylus in The Oresteia. A 
queen, understandably enraged, murders her 
kingly husband who offered up their daughter 
as a human sacrifice. However, a surviving 
daughter, Elektra, then retaliates against her 
homicidal mother to avenge her homicidal 
father's death. Composer Richard Strauss and 
librettist Hugo Von Hofmannsthal brought 
an expressionistic sensibility which suitably 
matched such gruesome subject matter to their 
1909 opera. Now, 110 years later, that subject 
is matched perhaps even more numinously 
by Minnesota Opera. Their Elektra has been 
reimagined in terms of a movie set run by 
expressionistic film auteur Fritz Lang in 
Germany as the Nazi Party subverts its way 
into power. 
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Living in the Moment ` ` 
We loved the feeling of freedom. Being 
ourselves in an atmosphere that gives space 
for conversation. The environment reflected: 
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cozy and romantic. 35 
Alison Morley Henjum & 


Maggie Morley Henjum 
New Year's Eve | Dec 31, 2016 


For special " — or 
to be feaured in our Wedding 


Showcase, please contact: 
Talon@WAFrost.com L 
or call 651.224.0525 diis 
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BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Director-designer Brian Staufenbiel notes 
that the opera reflects “people traumatized by 
war and death, pushed to the brink of madness. 
Families torn apart by betrayal and mistrust” 
and points out that these were “motifs explored 
by expressionistic filmmakers in Germany’s 
Weimar period”. Some of Lang’s masterworks 
include Metropolis and M from his German 
period. From his later American period, Scar- 
let Street and Clash by Night have deservingly 
increased in regard over the decades. 

German soprano Sabine Hogrefe will per- 
form the title role in alternation with Alexandra 
Loutsion. Just last year Hogrefe played the role 
at New York’s Metropolitan Opera. Also from 
Germany is Elias Grandy who makes his Min- 
nesota Opera debut. 


MEAN GIRLS 
Oct. 1-13 
Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 
800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 

With tunes like Someone Gets Hurt and Re- 
venge you get the idea that the hit Tina Fey 
musical taps into how ugly exclusion can be. 
The setting is an American high school where 
the new girl from Kenya gets left out. The hope 
is that we might put unfounded judgments 
aside and start to create some harmony. Based 
on the 2004 film, Mean Girls is part of a current 
wave of Broadway shows set in high school 
where the seductive allure of the Golden Calf 
of "Popularity" diminishes one's true self. The 
term "Plastics" is used to describe what we can 
become when popularity becomes our driving 
goal and god. 


THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW 
Sept. 27-Nov. 2 

Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th PI., St. Paul 
651-291-7005 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 

Richard O'Brien's camp 1973 rock musical 
groundbreaker brazenly challenged standard 
gender codification beyond any previous the- 
ater work. When a wholesome heteronorma- 
tive couple end up at an isolated castle, their 
perception of reality is dismantled by one Dr. 
Frank-N-Furter, described as a “sweet transves- 
tite from transsexual Transylvania". Though 
this description can be debated, the mad sci- 
entist is creating a beefcake of their very own 
named Rocky. Woof! 

Director Ilana Ransom Toeplitz says, "The 
whole night should feel like a party that's been 
locked up in a time machine for years, begging 
to come out and play. It all culminates in Frank- 


Mean Girls. Photo by Joan Marcus 


N-Furter's epic floor show, which has all the 
glitz of a David Bowie concert combined with 
all the glam of an episode of RuPaul's Drag 
Race. Audience participation is encouraged." 
Artistic Director Flordelino Lagundino 
says, “I really want to rock the house and up- 
end the way people think of Park Square. This 
is a great show to bring the generations togeth- 
er: those that stood in line as teenagers to see 
the original movie in 1975 (coincidentally the 
year Park Square opened), and young people 
to get up, dance, laugh and have a good time." 


ROGUE PRINCE: HENRY IV, 
PARTS I & Il BY WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE 
Oct. 9-26 
Calvary Baptist Church, 2608 Blaisdell Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 
www.theatrecoupdetat.com 

Shakespeare’s English History plays are 
genres unto themselves, giving indelible im- 
pressions of the nature of kingship and of man- 
hood. Gary Briggle has adapted the Bard’s 
Henry IV dramas for Theatre Coup d’Etat. 
James Napoleon Stone plays what is actually 
the adaptation’s central role, which is not the 
same as the title of the original Shakespeare 
works. He plays Hal, the prince compelled 
to face his flaws if he is to ever be fit to rule 
when the time comes for him to ascend as 


Rogue Prince. Photo by Craig James Hostetler 


Henry V. The two plays as originally written 
make for an illuminating theatrical experience 
but condensing them, as Orson Welles did on 
film in Chimes at Midnight (1965), can help 
the story flow better. Moreover, Shakespeare 
himself drew from the Holinshed Chronicles to 
relate the Henry stories (IV and V) on stage. 
Briggle also acts in his adaptation. Re- 
nowned for his direction of opera, as well as 
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acting in musicals and straight plays, he played Polonius in Jungle The- 
ater’s acclaimed Hamlet near the beginning of this decade and he closes 
it with Coup d’Etat in one ofthe Bard’s most iconic roles: Falstaff. Here is 
a character that has come to define bad adult influence on callow youth. 
He's noble in name only but not in behavior. Falstaff's libertine attitude 
is often hilarious, but his devil-may-care effect on Hal undermines how 
others see him, especially his own father. 

Guthrie Theater veteran and Fargo film star Bruce Bohne portrays 
the title role. Wendy Lehr, one of the Children's Theatre Company's 
earliest core co-creators, and who helped put CTC on the global map, co- 
directs with Briggle. It is the most illustrious creative team Coup d'Etat 
has yet assembled. 

Stone, the theater's co-founding artistic director, accomplished in his 
own right, plays the lead. He shares: *Hal gives the audience his inten- 
tions from the start of the play in his ‘I know you all...’ speech, where he 
lets us in on the fact that his entire involvement with drinking, whoring, 
and general enthusiastic corruption of the public good with the rowdy- 
hows of Eastcheap is completely a ruse—all part of his plan to look more 
grandiose when he inevitably ascends to the throne and finally behaves 
as a monarch is expected. The rub is, in the process, he unexpectedly 
finds himself falling for the joy in debauchery and charm of characters 
like Falstaff and Poins. Furthermore, this plan has caused his father to 
believe him to be nothing more than a drunken braggart, and wishing 
the gallant young Hotspur was instead his son and heir. The heartbreak 
is watching Hal struggle with choosing whether or not to sacrifice what 
he is for what he must become." ll The Rocky Horror Show. Photo by Rich Fleischman 
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And Coloring 
“Books 


BY CHRIS TARBOX 
PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


Theo Lorenz talks about their journey as a 
realtor, author, and a staunch advocate for 


the trans and non-binary communities.Long 
before Theo Lorenz began their journey as a Twin Cities realtor, 
they always had a knack for sniffing out the perfect homes. 
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“For about a decade before I actually got my license, I've always been 
curious about architecture and about how cities are planned and about 
the ways that people live in their homes: like how they place their furni- 
ture, or how they make use of the space,” they said. ^I was the real estate 
snoop that helped all of my friends find apartments and, occasionally, 
houses. I really enjoyed it. I loved combing through listings for apart- 
ments, seeing what would work for the people I cared about and what 
wouldn't. I never got paid for any of that, of course, because I was just 
doing it as favors." 

However, Lorenz’ natural aptitude for the world of realty and pres- 
sure from their friends to make a living on said skills led them to take 
the plunge, getting their license early last year, and they've been on a 
roll ever since. But Lorenz trajectory as a queer realtor extraordinaire 
contrasts greatly with where they were before. 


L 


“I knew I wanted to get just far away enough from home to live in 
dorms or an apartment, and I ended up spending a decade at Hamline 
because I got my undergrad in my B.A. in English with a minor in studio 
art,” said Lorenz. “I worked in ІТ while at Hamline as a student worker 
for nine of those ten years, and wound up in the graduate program for 
creative writing, so I have an MFA in Creative Writing. It's not the most 
useful degree, but it's actually been really useful in real estate." 

After grad school, Lorenz made a name as an author of coloring 
books, penning bestselling titles such as Unicorns Are Jerks: A Coloring 
Book Exposing The Cold, Hard, Sparkly Truth and Dinosaurs With Jobs: A 
Coloring Book Celebrating Our Old-School Coworkers. Lorenz managed to 
make this into a full-time career. 

“I was living off of those—like a good living—because it was at the 
height of that market,” they said. “And then that market started to fade 


because it was a trend. I said, ‘Okay, I need a career change. Fine. ГЇЇ do 
real estate.’ And I just fell in love with it.” 

In terms of their philosophy as a realtor, Lorenz always tries to lean 
heavily on the customer service element when helping clients look for 
a new home. 

"[ try to treat them as people first, instead of clients," said Lorenz. “I 
want to know what they need and I want to help them get it. The pay- 
check is definitely secondary, which has bitten me in the ass a couple of 
times because I could have been making more if I was casting a wider 
net or being a little more of a shark. But I don't care to be a shark. I just 
want to help people find a home and find a place that works for them and 
that they can be proud of." 

Lorenz’ status as a trans, non-binary person also lends them a unique 
perspective when it comes to helping out clients who also identify in a 
similar way. 

“When I bought my home in 2015, I had a lovely realtor,” said Lorenz. 
"She was very good, but I didn't even try to give her my pronouns be- 
cause I knew she wouldn't get it. And that's something I've heard from 
multiple non-binary and trans friends and clients. I wound up being the 
person that people sometimes go to when they have another realtor who 
treats them poorly. And then I try to help them sort of pick up the pieces 
from that and move forward in a positive way and try and make it less 
stressful and make sure they that they feel respected and listened to." 

In fact, as of this writing, Lorenz is the only listed transgender realtor 
on the Minneapolis page for the National Association of Gay & Lesbian 
Real Estate Professionals (NAGLREP). Lorenz has plenty of personal 
and professional life experiences to attend to the needs of their trans/ 
non-binary clients. 

“When you look at a collection of various pride flags and all the dif- 
ferent colors, I think I've at some point identified as about half of them," 
said Lorenz. “And it's not indecision: I had a very long process of coming 
out and figuring out who I am now. I'm non-binary, I identify as trans, 
and then ‘queer’ is the label I usually use. I went through a lot of differ- 
ent ideas of, 'Is this who I am? Is that who I am?' And I was sort of a late 
bloomer. I knew I wasn't just interested in the opposite sex at around 20, 
but I didn't fully figure that out until my mid 20s, and then it wasn't until 
my late 20s that I started to really sort out the gender thing." 

Luckily, Lorenz has benefitted from an incredibly welcoming support 
network of family and friends, and very recently, Theo and their partner 
Pip tied the knot after dating for four years. 

"My fiancé is also non-binary,” said Lorenz. “We both kind of were 
late bloomers on the gender front. They hit 30, had a baby with their 
now-ex who's a lovely guy. We co-parent awesomely. And then while they 
were pregnant, they kind of figured out that they weren't a woman. Pip is 
this incredible goofball with a giant heart." 

Lorenz and their new spouse are soaking in the joys of wedded, famil- 
ial bliss, while similarly experiencing the joys of parenthood as the new 
stepparent to Pip's five-year-old son. But Lorenz is still trucking along in 
the realty world, and with the fall season now here, Lorenz has one word 
of advice for people looking to find a new home this time of year. 

"Patience," they said. “The Minnesota real estate market is especially 
cyclical because of our weather. You see all of this inventory, all of these 
homes on the market in late spring all through summer, and then as fall 
comes, the number of houses on the market just wanes and wanes and 
wanes and there's a steep drop into winter." 

"But along with that drop, you also see the prices get lower," Lorenz 
continued. "So it's really a tradeoff. If you're going to buy during the 
colder months, you'll probably get a better deal. But you also will have 
to be a little more patient, because there won't be as many houses on the 
market. There also won't be as many people buying because we've got to 
trudge through the snow." 


Continued on page 20 
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So as this realtor/author/stepparent multi-hyphenate continues to 
make a name for themself in the world of real estate, don't think they'll 
stop there. Aside from their usual slate of coloring book work, Lorenz 
was recently hired to illustrate a graphic novel about Stonewall, written 
by author George Johnson. 

^He's an amazing, incredible black queer author," said Lorenz. "The 
script pages that I've seen so far are beautiful. It's such an honor to get 
to do that. This is a book that's going to matter to people and it's going 
to change minds." 

Most importantly, Lorenz continues to try to help others in need. 

"Something I would like to do in the long run is to figure out some 
way to do a scholarship program to get more queer folks—especially 
trans and non-binary folks—into the field [of real estate]," they said. “I 
am always open to helping people through that process of getting into 
real estate. It is a fascinating, weird, diverse field." 

For more information on Theo Lorenz and to reach out about real 
estate services, visit myrealtortheo.com. 8 
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Emuble brings in furniture, clothes, and appliances from all over the country. Photo 
courtesy of Emuble Furnishing 


“Tomorrow 


Emuble Furnishing, a Minneapolis-based 
vintage furniture store, sells more than 
just furniture. At Emuble Furnishing, the outdated, the 
has-been, and the so-yesterday are more than welcome. Owned 
by Mike Kranz and Jose Rivera, Emuble Furnishing has some- 


thing for every sense of style. ..and every time period too. Emuble offers a staggeringly huge inventory of vintage clothes. Photo courtesy of 
: Emuble Furnishing 
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Emuble offers a full delivery service for those big pieces of furniture that can't be 
lugged home right away. Photo courtesy of Emuble Furnishing 


“We have a saying... what is new today is old tomorrow. The pendu- 
lum always swings back. Forty years ago, no antique enthusiast would 
have made an investment in mid-century,” Kranz says. 

With a mission of offering the largest variety of vintage and antique 
items that are “as unique as the customers themselves,” Kranz says their 
philosophy is to present a large variety of items in their inventory in a 
curated setting that is easy for the customers to browse. 

Kranz and Rivera both have more than 45 years of retail experience in 
the antique and vintage business. They combined previous experiences 
and philosophy together to create a shopping experience unique as the 
store itself. 

“We have one of the best varieties of antique and vintage items in one 
store. We offer true vintage clothes from the 1930s to the 1990s, includ- 
ing belts, shoes and boots, and hats and t-shirts," Kranz says. “We also 
have vintage stereo equipment, original art and posters, kitchen items, 
furniture, collectibles, used bikes, lamps, records, camera equipment, 
and just about everything vintage." 

'Though Emuble Furnishing likely has whatever it is you're looking 
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The furniture sold at Emuble runs the gamut from new to vintage to antique. Photo 
courtesy of Emuble Furnishing 


for on any given day, they've definitely earned their fame through their 
specialty: furniture. 

“Our furniture is as unique as the store itself. We have new, vintage, 
and antique furniture from all periods including the popular mid-cen- 
tury," Kranz says. “Our master craftsmen have renovated many of the 
pieces of furniture on our sales floor. From new upholstery, refinishing, 
and newly painted items ready for your house or decorating projects." 

Kranz says their abundance of furniture is clear when a customer 
enters the story. In fact, the lower level boasts 3,000 square feet of just 
furniture and rugs. If you're in the market to update (or backdate) your 
furniture, there's no need to figure out how to lug the heavy pieces 
home; Emuble also offers a full delivery service. 

Though Emuble Furnishing has proven to be a hit among all sorts 
of Twin Cities residents, Kranz says the GLBT community always has a 
presence in their clientele, employees, and more. 

"The GLBT community is a very large part of our business. We work 
with collectors, artists and designers from the GLBT community," Kranz 
says. 

Emuble Furnishing's home base of Minneapolis doesn't limit their 
stock to in-state antiques and vintage goods. Bringing in items from all 
over the country, Emuble Furnishing is perfect for the antique lover 
looking to step outside of their average Midwest antique shop. 

For more information about everything Emuble Furnishing has to 
offer, visit www.emuble.com. I 


Emuble Furnishing 
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Lions Share Maintenance can help with installing holiday lights, which includes cus- 
tom design and full installation. Photo courtesy of Lions Share Maintenance 


David Carroll shares what led him to open- 
ing Lions Share Maintenance, a pressure 


washing service based in Little Canada, 
and the services they Offer. David Carroll was 
working for a window cleaning company for about three 
months when he had a realization: “1 was probably the worst 
employee ever” 


So, what better solution than to open his own business? Carroll start- 
ed Lions Share Maintenance out of his mother's garage ten years ago, 
and he now has 15 employees in the field, three in the office, and they 
service more than 3,500 customers per year. 


Continued on page 28 
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Lions Share Maintenance services more than 3,500 customers per year. Photo cour- 
tesy of Lions Share Maintenance 


“We service a 30-mile radius of the twin cities. We can always figure 
outatravel charge for larger projects that are located outside of the Twin 
Cities,” Carroll says. 

Though window cleaning wasn't his personal forte, Carroll has found 
success with Lions Share Maintenance. He now offers a wide variety 
of services including siding cleaning for stucco, brick, and vinyl, gutter 
cleaning, gutter guard installation, patio and deck cleaning, ice dam re- 
moval, roof raking, and—surprise—window washing! Lions Share Main- 
tenance's water fed poles can reach up to five stories. 

Also, Lions Share Maintenance can help with installing holiday lights, 
which includes custom design, full installation, 24/7 product warranty 
(for those pesky bulbs that won't stay lit), uninstallation, and product 
storage (your garage will thank you). 

With so many services to offer, Lions Share Maintenance is widely 
used by thousands of clients with various needs—and budgets. Also, cli- 
ents are always given a quote before Lions Share Maintenance starts a 
project, so you never receive an unexpected charge. 

*Gutter cleaning starts at $139, siding cleaning starts at $399, win- 
dow cleaning is $249, and full service holiday lighting packages start at 
$1,000," Carroll says. “We can provide estimates over the phone using 
Google Maps. In-person estimates are free and can be set up by calling 
our office." 

With a decade of experience, Carroll has quite a bit of wisdom to 
share with homeowners. A piece of advice that anyone in this sometimes- 
too-cold Minnesota climate could use? “Don’t wait until the last minute 
to have your gutters cleaned. Once temperatures drop below freezing, 
gutter cleaning work homes to a screeching halt," Carroll shares. 

Also, Carroll wants his clients to keep in mind the importance of 
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Lions Share specializes in a wide array of home maintenance services, including sid- 
ing cleaning. Photo courtesy of Lions Share Maintenance 


clear communication. Whatever project you're imagining for your home, 
Carroll says it's important to share your thoughts and visions with your 
maintenance team. 

"Communication is key. It's very important that you work with com- 
panies that clearly lay out expectations for projects, no matter how big or 
how small,” he says. “Make sure that you get estimates from more than 
one company on your fall projects." 

When looking for the right company for your project, Carroll says 
the best way to research and learn more about the available companies 
near you is to use review services like Google, Angie's List, NextDoor, or 
any other review-style site so you can make sure you know what you're 
dealing with. 

Lions Share Maintenance services the following areas: 

e North Service Area: Little Canada, White Bear Lake, North 
Oaks, and Forest Lake 

e South Service Area: St. Paul, Eagan, Apple Valley, and surround- 
ing areas 

e West Service Area: Minneapolis, Shakopee, Prior Lake, and Eden 
Prairie 

e East Service Area: Woodbury, Stillwater, Lake Elmo, and Hud- 
son, Wisconsin 

For more information about Lions Share Maintenance or to get a 
quote today, visit www.lsmain.com. 8 
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Shine Bright 


‘Like A 
‘Lappin 


| BY KASSIDY TARALA | KASSIDY TARALA 


Lappin Lighting offers a variety of pendants, chandeliers, wall sconces, recessed light- 
ing, track lighting, table and floor lamps. Photo courtesy of Lappin Lighting 


Electrical company Lappin Lighting has 
been lighting up the Midwest since 1919, 
but today it does so much more. Lappin 
Lighting has seen quite a bit of improvement. In 1919, the 
family-owned electrical distributor was based in Milwaukee 
before heading to the Twin Cities in 1977 after purchasing an 
electrical wholesale operation. Lappin Lighting added a light- 
ing showroom to its repertoire in its North Loop location in 


November 1989, meaning the Twin Cities have gotten a whole 


lotb rig hter. Lappin Lighting has converted its display lighting to LED technology. Photo courtesy 
of Lappin Lighting 
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“Our uniqueness starts with the look and design of our showroom. 
We have 18-foot ceilings in a building constructed in 1901. Pendants and 
chandeliers are suspended at three different heights above the floor: 
eight feet, 10 feet, and 12 feet,” says branch manager Rick Lappin. “This 
setup is very helpful to customers in determining their own ceiling 
heights (crucial to know for sizing of pendants, chandeliers, etc.) .” 

'The North Loop showroom offers 5,000 square feet that boast hun- 
dreds of light fixtures, ceiling fans, home décor, accessories, and more. 
Being the only lighting showroom in the downtown area of the Twin 
Cities, Lappin says their lighting reflects the “eclectic tastes of urban life; 
rather contemporary and progressive designs." 

^We converted all our display lighting to LED as we believe this a 
singular advance in lighting technology," he adds. 

Lappin Lighting offers all types of lighting, including pendants, chan- 
deliers, wall sconces, recessed lighting, track lighting, table and floor 
lamps, and landscape lighting along with accessories, dimmers, and a 
wide array of light bulbs. 

There’s no question that Lappin Lighting has it all, but what really 
makes them stand out is the fact that they never shy away from going 
above and beyond the average lighting services. 

“Our design and layout services are a key component of the value- 
added services Lappin offers. Whether residential or commercial, our 
staff can assist the client not only with lighting selection but also lighting 
layouts and photo metrics," Lappin says. “We will visit job sites, homes, 
or businesses to ensure our recommendations are consistent with the 
interior (and exterior) environment our client is seeking. There is no 
charge for any of these services." 

So if you're looking for the perfect statement piece that doesn't actu- 
ally exist yet, Lappin Lighting can help your dreams become a reality by 
assisting in the design and layout of your lighting project. Not to men- 
tion, walk-ins are welcome, so even if you're just looking to browse the 
plethora of light fixtures, Lappin Lighting will welcome you with open 
arms. 

Lappin Lighting works with the goal of improving more than just 
household lighting; they strive to improve their customers' quality of 
life. 

"Lappin Lighting is guided by the belief that lighting, done correctly 
and passionately, can play a vital role in enriching the quality of our cli- 
ents' lives," Lappin says. 

While Lappin Lighting might not change the world with its sparkly 
chandeliers and recessed lighting, it is certainly proving to operate on 
the basis of its original goal: to improve the community. And a large por- 
tion of its clients, Lappin says, is the GLBT community. 

“The GLBT community has been a core target market for Lappin 
Lighting since we opened. We enjoy excellent relationships with the 
GLBT community whether through businesses such as interior design 
firms, individuals seeking lighting, or, of course, reaching to those who 
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Update your interior doors and mouldings! 


We know homes! 


Bungalows, Colonial, 
Craftsman, Mid-Century, 
Ramblers, Modern 
and more. 


Lappin Lighting's Minneapolis showroom is located in the North Loop neighborhood. 
Photo courtesy of Lappin Lighting 


have come to reside in the wonderful North Loop area. We have always 
identified with and supported their goals," Lappin says. 

Lappin Lighting is located at 222 N. 2nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55401. 
Other Lappin Lighting showrooms are located in Eau Claire and Hud- 
son, WI, and Sioux Falls and Watertown, SD. 

For more information about Lappin Lighting, visit www.pahlsshow- 
rooms.com/page-lappinlighting.html. I 
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www.) erryaburg.com rebates. Not valid with any other offer. Installation completed by 10/31/19. standardheating.com 
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From left: Rylee Sickman, Monica Malone, Ray Charging Hawk, Britt Sickman. Photo by Andrew Bertke 


OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Five New Leather Titleholders 


'The fifth annual Minnesota Leather Pride 
(MNLP) weekend was held Aug. 9-11, 2019. As 
part of the weekend, on Saturday evening, Aug. 
10, Minnesota's leather community gained four 
new leather titleholders. 

The MNLP titles are owned and sponsored 
by the community. For this fifth year of these 
titles, the contest weekend was moved from 
April to August. Also for 2019, the three exist- 
ing titles (Minnesota Leather Sir, Minnesota 
Leatherboy and Ms Minnesota Leather Pride) 
were joined by a new title: Mx Minnesota 
Leather Pride, the first gender-non-binary title 
in Minnesota. (Mx, pronounced “Mix,” is an 
gender-neutral honorific used in place of Mr. 
or Ms for those not identifying as being of a 
particular gender.) 
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But this jam-packed weekend included 
much more than four separate concurrent 
leather title contests. On Friday evening, 
'The Saloon hosted three events: the MNLP 
contest meet-and-greet gathering (emceed 
by Angie and Boy Woody), followed by a 
Twin Cities Rubberman social, followed by 
Leather Night at The Saloon. On Saturday at 
The Saloon, the weekend's contestants par- 
ticipated in a community panel discussion 
moderated by Ryan Brown (Mr. Minneapolis 
Eagle 2013). 

Other events at The Saloon on Saturday 
included a series of educational seminars pre- 
sented by the Knights of Leather. Topics in- 
cluded working with chains in a BDSM scene; 
discovering your Erotic Empowered Persona 


(EEP); and The Good Touch Games, a discus- 
sion exploring the concept of consent. Also on 
Saturday at The Saloon was *A Space of Our 
Own: Building Healthy Communities, Leader- 
ship and Representation By and For People of 
Color", a panel discussion featuring members 
of Twin Cities Spectrum. 

On Saturday evening, the action moved 
to LUSH, starting with a BLUF Minneapolis 
monthly uniform social before the evening's 
contests. A Saturday-evening victory party at 
Lush after the contests was combined with a 
cigar-smoking party presented by the Atons of 
Minneapolis on the Lush patio. And Sunday's 
victory brunch at Lush was combined with 
Sundress Sunday, presented by the Twin Cities 
girls of Leather. 


Continued on page 36 


DENTISTRY 


We Welcome New Patients! 
Come Experience the Linden Hills difference 


* General Cosmetic Dentistry 
* Family & Childrens Dentistry 
* Invisalign & Botox Services 
* Evenings & Weekend Appointments 
For Your Convenience 
* Most Forms Of Insurance Accepted 
* Free Parking 
* Warm, Welcoming Staff & Office 
* State-of-the-Art Technology & Treatments 
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Dr. Chas Salmen ° Dr. Jane Puntillo 
4289 Sheridan Ave. S. e Minneapolis 
612-922-6164 
www.lindenhillsdentistry.com 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER $ 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


1 SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
₪ LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


| 
ENTER YOUR EMAIL 


2. ADDRESS ALONG WITH ובר‎ 


Y0UR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION, 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
₪ CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND ИМК. — 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
WITH LINKS T0 EXCLUSIVE STORIES 0N 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! 


LAVENDER LINK 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your weekday news featuring 
Local, National and International GLBT News. 


MINNEHAHA P 
www.MNWalkToEndHIV.org 


PRESENTED BY 


A DELTA 


PRODUCED BY 
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BY STEVE LENIUS 


This years MNLP weekend included four 
contests and four contestants, one per title: 

* Competing for Minnesota Leather Sir was 
Britt Sickman, a co-founder and vice-president 
of Twin Cities T-Rexx. 

* Competing for Minnesota Leatherboy 
was Ray Charging Hawk, a full member of 
Twin Cities T-Rexx and Twin Cities Puppy 
Pack and an associate member of Twin Cities 
boys of Leather, Twin Cities girls of Leather, 
and Twin Cities Sirens. 

* Competing for Ms Minnesota Leather 
Pride was Monica Malone. 

* Competing for Mx Minnesota Leather 
Pride was Rylee Sickman, a charter member of 
Twin Cities T-Rexx and an associate member of 
Twin Cities Sirens. 

The weekend's panel of seven judges was 
a distinguished and diverse group: Red Boot- 
black (San Diego Bootblack 2017), Nathan 
Kendrick (Mr. San Diego Leather 2017), Daddy 
Sky Cotton (American Leatherwoman 2018), 
Perrin (International Mx Olympus Leather 
2017), Boy Pugsley (Minnesota Leatherboy 
2017), Mikayla Victoria Stanek (Ms Minnesota 
Leather Pride 2017), Dylan Dwiyn (Minnesota 
Leather Sir 2017 and Mr. Midwest Olympus 
Leather 2018). All of the judges judged all four 
contests. 

Saturday evening's contest at LUSH drew 
a crowd of at least 150 people, according to a 
representative of MNLP The contest started 
with the traditional blessing by the The Ladies 
of the Lakes, a fully professed house of the Sis- 
ters of Perpetual Indulgence. The blessing was 
followed by an opening number by Slaymantha 
Fox, the evening's emcee. 

Judging categories for each contest were: 
private interview with the judges (held prior 
to the contest at the DoubleTree Suites Down- 
town Minneapolis, the host hotel for the week- 
end); contestant speech; fantasy performance; 
physique/pop question; and “social.” 

Contestant speeches touched on topics in- 
cluding community history and growth, the 
importance of service as a pillar of the commu- 
nity, and the importance of making the commu- 
nity “radically welcoming" to everyone. Fan- 
tasy performances included a dramatization 
of gender-fluid sexuality (Rylee Sickmann), a 
superhero scene (Britt Sickmann), a construc- 
tion worker and a sexy television show that 
becomes real (Monica Malone), and a Native 
American folk tale (Ray Charging Hawk). 

According to MNLP contest rules, just be- 
cause a title has only one person competing 
for it does not mean the title is automatically 
awarded to that contestant. A contestant with 
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Allan Dahl, Mr. Northwoods 2019-2020. 
Photo by Steve Lenius 

no challengers must earn enough judging 
points to qualify for their title. For each 2019 
MNLP contest the maximum points possible 
was 460; contestants had to earn a minimum of 
277 points (60 percent of available points plus 
1 more) to be awarded the title. Happily, all of 
the 2019 contestants met that threshold and all 
four titles were awarded. 

Of the evening's four new titleholders, two 
are out-and-proud members of the trans com- 
munity and one is gender-non-binary. Also of 
note, and another first for Minnesota: Two of 
the new titleholders, Rylee and Britt Sickmann, 
are a married couple. 8 


There also is a fifth new Minnesota 
leather titleholder, although of a 
Wisconsin title. On the evening of 
Aug. 17, 2019, Allan Dahl became the 
new Mr. Northwoods 2019-2020. Dahl 
is a member of the Black Guard of 
Minneapolis. 

The title was awarded at the Mr. 
Northwoods Contest, part of the 
annual Northwoods Campout 
presented by the Argonauts of 


Wisconsin. This year's campout 
celebrated the 45th anniversary of the 
Argonauts, Wisconsin's oldest GLBT 
organization. 

As Mr. Northwoods, Dahl will compete 
in next year's International Mr. Leather 
contest. 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Our Gay History in Fifty States 
Zaylore Stout 

Wise Ink 

$40 


Starting in 2014, Zaylore Stout drove through the fifty states, Washington, 
DC, and the island territories seeking America’s gay history, seeking out in- 
dividuals, local icons, and historical events. This splendid volume, grouped by 
territory shows clearly that the queer community is everywhere, more readily 
visible in some areas that others, as one might expect, but there, through- 
out the nation. Judy Shepard, president of the Matthew Shepard Foundation, 
wrote the introduction, noting that like Stout’s mission in Gay History, “The 
goal of our foundation is to replace these currents of rejection with rivers of 
acceptance.” Stout’s road trips conjure America and freedom, seeking accep- 
tance within the general citizenry and between all parts of the GLBTQI com- 
munities as well; for everyone, with the many ways of being. 


Twisted at the Root 
Ellen Hart 
Minotaur 

$26.99 


However foul the crime, however byzantine the killer’s motives, MWA 
Grandmaster Ellen Hart’s Jane Lawless mysteries are, at their heart, about 
family. Families we're kin to, for better or worse, and satellite family we attract 
over time. Jane’s father Ray, a retired defense attorney, seeks her help after 
new evidence warrants a retrial for Rashad May, imprisoned these four years 
for his husband’s murder. Jane’s investigation probes another family with se- 
crets, and, to her horror, reveals her troubled brother, Peter, now living in 
London, is somehow involved. Jane next learns Peter’s arrives in Minneapolis, 
and is staying with her best friend, flamboyant co-sleuth, theater owner Corde- 
lia Thorn. Finally, Dr. Julia Martinsen, Jane’s on-and-off girlfriend, now termi- 
nally ill, returns “home” to Jane. All in the Family. 


Honey Trap 

JJ Marsh 

Prewett Bielmann 
$11.99 


Rusticating with partner Matthew in bucolic Upton St. Nicholas, retired 
DI Beatrice Stubbs goes to London to see counselor James, and old friends 
Adrian and Will. There, Beatrice discovers A) she hates writing her book, 
and B) Isabella Lopez (Tread Softly), will hire her to discover who’s stealing 
her Michelin-starred chef-husband Augusto’s recipes. DI to PI appeals; soon 
Beatrice, Matthew, Adrian, and Matthew’s six-year-old grandson are in Napes. 
Only Isabella and Augusto know Berenice is not a reality show winner come 
to study... and Augusto’s brother, and pastry chef Suhail, and... far too many 
others for safety. More than recipes are at stake. Murder, violence—Bea- 
trice jettisoned off a yacht-make a compelling read. I’ve a suspicion we'll see 
more of PI Stubbs. Next? 


Choir Master: A Mister Puss Mystery 
Michael Craft 

Questover Press 

$24.95 


In Dumont, Wisconsin, home of architects Marson Miles and sometime- 
sleuth/husband Brody Norris, debate rages over the fate of crumbling St. 
Alban’s Episcopal Church. New Rector Joyce Hibbard urges wealthy widow 
Mary Questman to fund a renovation or rebuilding before the property is con- 
demned. Mary, owner of Mister Puss, the sly Abyssinian cat who debuted 
in Craft’s series premiere, FlabberGassed, won’t budge unless Marson is put 
in charge. Before anything is decided, their new friend and choirmaster Da- 
vid Lowell is found dead. Specifically, very unpleasantly murdered. Who’d 
profit? Perhaps rector Hibbard’s husband in name only, Curtis? Hibbard her- 
self? Curtis’s former lover, Yevgeny Krymov, a renowned ballet dancer? It will 
take more than Sheriff Thomas Simms to crack this case: enter investigator 
Brody and Human-Whisperer Mister Puss. I 


Make sure 
your business, 
organization or event 
is part of 


LAVENDER’S 
2020 
PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s 
annual GLBT guide 
featuring GLBT-friendly 
businesses, organizations 
and wedding resources. 


Deadline: 
December 11, 2019 
Published: 
January 2, 2020 
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OUR VOICES 


Hello again dear gentle readers! 

I’m back from a mini sabbatical that allowed 
me to pen nearly 50,000 words of varying qual- 
ity toward my second book, Being Ellen. It was 
quite wonderful—heaven for this closet intro- 
vert, actually—to have five weeks where all I 
did was write and ride my bike. 

So, let’s resume the important work of mak- 
ing the world better, yes? 

October 11 will mark National Coming Out 
Day where we celebrate what it means to pub- 
licly announce we're gay, lesbian, bisexual or 
transgender or an ally thereto. It’s a big deal, 
of course, although (depending on various fac- 
tors, like geography or religion) coming out in 
2019 may be far less perilous than it was in 1969 
or even 1999. 

As they say, we’ve come a long way baby! 

But what does it mean to “come out?” 

For sure, it’s the moment we tell the world 
our true sexuality or gender identity and where 
we finally get to live as who we “truly are." It's a 
time to celebrate and a point that marks "after" 
from "before." 

When you stop to think about it, coming out 
also means that you've stopped hiding or lying 
to yourself. Most importantly, it's about accept- 
ing one's true authenticity. 

In fact, I have a saying: Human authenticity 
won't leave you alone until you listen. 

How many of us struggled to understand 
this? 

In my case—and I know, it's not all about 
Ellie Krug—for the longest time, I thought I 
could choose to stay a cisgender straight man. 
I bargained with myself, told therapists “don't 
figure me out, just keep me married," and 
drank gallons of chardonnay and Heineken 
to drown the voice in my head that kept say- 
ing, You need to live as you, the real you. 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


thenticity 


The “real” me is a woman who loves men. 

In the end, it became clear that I couldn’t 
choose my authenticity. The only choice I truly 
had was whether I came out as my authentic 
self or ended my life. 

Some straight cisgender people don’t get 
this thing about human authenticity. That’s the 
reason gay and lesbian folks used to hear that 
it was a “choice” to love someone of the same 
gender. Remember Anita Bryant? 

Google her if you have no clue. 

Fortunately, much of America has accepted 
that one’s same-sex attraction isn’t a choice; 
hence, more than two-thirds of the country 
now favors marriage equality. 

Unfortunately, transgender people are still 
fighting the “choice” argument. Maybe it’s be- 
cause of how we change everything about our- 
selves when we come out—name, appearance, 
pronouns, bathroom usage. 

This makes some people very uncomfort- 
able, lending to the response that we trans 
folks are just “choosing” to be transgender. 

As many know, I speak and train on human 
inclusivity across North America. Some of that 
is “Transgender 101” on what it means to be 
trans. 

Recently, I gave a Trans 101 webinar to 
more than 100 judges and court personnel 
from all parts of the country. At the outset of 
the webinar, I posed the question: “Do you be- 
lieve being transgender is a ‘choice’?” 

In response, 89 percent of the webinar par- 
ticipants replied they didn’t believe being trans 
is a choice whereas 11 percent did. 

At one point in the webinar, I tackled the 
choice issue by telling those in the audience 
who were writers—those who feel the absolute 
need to journal or blog or write a novel—that 


they could never again write a single word un- 


related to work. I said, “It’s just a choice. You 
don’t need to write.” 

I did the same thing with musicians and 
singers: “Not another chord or note,” I or- 
dered. “It’s just a choice.” 

I went on to the crafters: “Go home and 
throw away that project you’ve been toiling on. 
It’s just a choice to be creative.” 

For the helpers listening to the webinar: 
“Cancel that appointment to volunteer at the 
nursing home or food pantry. It’s just a choice 
to help others.” 

Finally, for those participants who were 
divorced, I reported, “You need to go back to 
your former spouse. After all, society says that 
marriage is immutable, just like many claim 
that gender is immutable. It was just a choice 
for you to divorce.” 

Because it was a webinar, I couldn’t see 
the faces of my audience to gauge reactions. 
However, I obviously made some impact on the 
“choice” issue since at the end of the webinar, 
I again posed the question, “Do you believe be- 
ing transgender is a ‘choice’?” 

This time, 94 percent of participants report- 
ed their belief that being trans wasn’t a choice; 
four percent remained unconvinced. 

I had moved the needle. It was a small vic- 
tory in the very long fight for my community to 
be able to live authentically. 

ТП take it. ₪ 


Ellen (Ellie) Krug is the author of Getting to El- 
len: A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender 
Change (2013). She speaks and trains on diversity 
and inclusion topics; visit www.elliekrug.com where 
you can also sign up for her newsletter, The Ripple. 


She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriterld 
gmail.com. 
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www.twincitiesquorum.com 
This inspirational and transformational community 
luncheon gives voice to the power of living openly, 
honestly and with authenticity at work, in our families, 
in our faith communities, and across our lives. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations.To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 


advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOGIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, massage therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health 
Comprehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care 
from a multi-disciplinary team. Providing 
gender affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics and 
Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it's a fling or a serious thing - get 
ested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
www.JustUsHealth.mn 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country. 
Listen on air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcome. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring, and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 

www |ssmn.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 

www. Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

75 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 

www. visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


REAL ESTATE 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 
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NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Estimates 7ат-5рт All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. 5, Mpls * 1 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


MISSING YOUR TARGET? =щ 


Sight-in Package 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HOME SERVIGES 
Е ром CLEANING 


EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE 
71 


Contact Peter at 
(612) 875-6747 
== WWW.fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 


NEW CLIENT 


SPECIAL 


Whole House Deep Clean 
ONLY 


$199.00 


SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
Local & woman owned. 
Member of LGBTQ community 


LYNN THO! 


owner a Call Today! 612-669-1606 
WWW.SPARKLEMN.COM 


229 Stuff 
651-288-2808 


Small Local Company 


BANNERS ЛЛ 2 Z. 


| | ie Wal. nes Wey 1 


BURNET ^ 


HOME SERVICES 
Very best service for 


T 
כ‎ 
the very best price. 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


özü C 612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
CurtLarsonHomes.com 
CalBRE #01974318 


2 

BERKSHIRE | California 

HATHAWAY | Properties 
HomeServices 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Couples Counseling 
marylouisegooch.com 


TAX SERVICES 


R 


Professionals 


PsYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES 
for LGBTQI Individuals & Couples 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


nbiegc ETRY CO RORTax.com : Н 
Denise Nix 
Serving the community Income Tax Specialist 
for over 20 years: Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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OUR VOICES 


EVERYDAY DRAMA | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


The Block Party - Episode 1 


The invitation to the block party came late 
at night. I woke one morning to find it slipped 
under our door. 

“I guess we're finally going to meet our 
neighbors,” I told my spouse as I handed her 
the invite. 

We bought our house three years ago and 
have had almost no contact with the adults 
on our block. Most of the other residents are 
young couples with kids. We’ve peeked out our 
front window like jealous maiden aunts watch- 
ing these families gather in each others’ yards 
for barbecues and movie nights, where they 
project Disney films on an outdoor screen. 

We invited one childless middle-aged cou- 
ple over for drinks last summer. They brought 
their dog, who promptly attacked one of our 
dogs, ending the evening before we could un- 
cork the wine. Now we just wave to each other 
from our gardens. 

Asurly and spectacularly unfriendly lesbian 
couple rents the house next door. They refuse 
to acknowledge us when we say hello. Recent- 
ly, they insisted the city install a handicapped 
parking spot in front of their home, in spite of 
the fact that neither seems to have a disability 
other than a terrible attitude. They leave angry, 
hand-scrawled notes in red Sharpie on the win- 
dow of any car parked within 20 feet of their 
parking space. I’ve suggested to my spouse 
that we curate a collection of these notes for an 
exhibit titled: “The Art of Using Multiple Excla- 
mation Points As A Weapon.” 

The little kids in the neighborhood have 
served as their parents’ ambassadors. They 
peddle over on their bikes and share their 
small dramas as we work in the garden. One 
kindergartener marches up our steps almost 
daily, demands a popsicle (which we keep 
just for her), and settles in to report her daily 
grievances, which largely have to do with the 
favored treatment received by her older sister. 

It was this little girl who first told us of the 
block party, a day before we received an invi- 
tation. As she was completing her daily visit, 


she jumped on her trike, and shouted, “Make 
those cookies with the sprinkles that I like for 
the block party.” 

My spouse and I stewed all evening over 
the news. We understood why we weren’t in- 
cluded in the movie nights. Our kids are in 
high school and college, so we wouldn’t be 
the prime audience for an outdoor showing of 
The Little Mermaid. But not invited to a block 
party? 

Could it be homophobia? Were we being 
wrongly affiliated with the angry lesbians next 
door or the other lesbian on the block, an older 
woman whose wardrobe consists exclusively 
of Chicago Cubs jerseys? 

We met the Cubs Fan—as we call her be- 
cause she is exactly the type of person whose 
name you can never remember—at a neighbor- 
ing block party the year before. She spent the 
day planted at the kids’ table, hiding from inter- 
action with adults. 

My spouse insisted we force a conversation 
on her even after I warned her it was a bad idea. 
The woman shrunk into herself like a scared 
turtle when we approached her. Then, in a fit 
of social panic, blurted out all of the intimate 
details of her lonely existence in a breathless 
monologue: the dastardly siblings scheming 
to steal her parents’ meager estate; the woman 
she’s pined over for 40 years who doesn’t know 
she exists; the ungrateful pets that skiddaddle, 
never to return, the moment they find an open 
door. 

The following morning, when we discov- 
ered the invitation to the block party under 
our door, my spouse shook it in the air and de- 
clared: “This is our chance to show our neigh- 
bors that we’re the cool lesbians!” 

I sank into the couch and sighed in antici- 
pated weariness. This was going to be a lot of 
work. 

(Stay tuned for the next episode where we 
are recruited to rent a bouncy house, and a rival 
block party threatens attendance at our party!) ₪ 
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